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	 The	sociology	of	law	provides	an	interdisciplinary	framework	for	understanding	how	
legal	 norms	 interact	with	 social	 values,	 institutions,	 and	 human	behavior	 in	 shaping	
social	order.	Despite	the	existence	of	comprehensive	legal	regulations,	many	societies	
continue	 to	 experience	 low	 legal	 compliance,	 social	 conflicts,	 and	 inconsistent	 law	
enforcement,	indicating	that	legal	effectiveness	depends	not	only	on	normative	validity	
but	also	on	social	acceptance.	This	study	aims	to	examine	the	role	of	the	sociology	of	law	
in	promoting	social	order	by	analyzing	the	relationship	between	legal	awareness,	legal	
culture,	and	the	implementation	of	state	law	within	diverse	social	contexts.	The	research	
employs	a	normative	legal	method	complemented	by	a	socio-legal	approach	through	the	
analysis	 of	 legislation,	 legal	 doctrines,	 and	 relevant	 scholarly	 literature.	The	 findings	
demonstrate	 that	 social	 order	 is	 more	 likely	 to	 be	 achieved	 when	 legal	 norms	 are	
formulated	and	enforced	in	accordance	with	prevailing	social	values,	cultural	traditions,	
and	 community	 expectations.	 The	 sociology	 of	 law	 contributes	 to	 improving	 legal	
effectiveness	 by	 strengthening	 public	 legal	 awareness,	 fostering	 trust	 in	 legal	
institutions,	 and	 integrating	 state	 law	 with	 living	 law	 practiced	 within	 society.	
Furthermore,	the	study	reveals	that	legal	compliance	is	influenced	by	the	quality	of	law	
enforcement,	 public	 participation,	 legal	 education,	 and	 the	 legitimacy	 of	 legal	
institutions.	 It	 concludes	 that	 a	 socio-legal	 perspective	 is	 essential	 for	 developing	
responsive	 legal	 policies	 capable	 of	 balancing	 legal	 certainty	 with	 social	 justice.	
Integrating	 sociological	 insights	 into	 lawmaking	 and	 enforcement	 can	 enhance	 legal	
legitimacy,	encourage	voluntary	compliance,	and	promote	sustainable	social	order	 in	
democratic	and	pluralistic	societies.	
	

 
1.	Introduction

Social	order	 is	a	condition	 that	 indicates	
the	existence	of	 regularity	 in	social	 life,	where	
norms	 and	 rules	 are	 obeyed	 so	 that	 a	
harmonious	life	is	created.	Law	plays	a	central	
role	in	creating	such	order	because	it	functions	
to	regulate	the	behavior	of	society.	However,	in	
practice,	 the	 existence	 of	written	 law	 alone	 is	
not	 sufficient	 to	 guarantee	 the	 realization	 of	
social	order.	

Order	 is	 something	 that	 receives	
attention	from	humans	as	part	of	society.	In	the	
sociology	 of	 law,	 order	 is	 an	 important	
component	that	must	exist	within	the	law;	thus,	
the	 operation	 of	 law	 in	 society	 is	 a	 primary	
concern	 for	 legal	 actors	 to	 understand	 how	

influential	 law	 is	 within	 society.	 Therefore,	 in	
order	 for	 the	 structure	 of	 social	 life	 to	 be	
directed,	there	must	be	law	to	determine	which	
regulations	 must	 be	 implemented	 and	 which	
must	not	be	violated.	Soerjono	Soekanto	(1985,	
p.	41)	states:	Law	is	a	set	of	rules	or	norms	that	
have	the	force	of	sanctions,	the	implementation	
of	which	can	be	enforced	by	 the	state	or	 state	
administrators,	 in	 this	 case,	 the	 government.	
Law	 consists	 of	 written	 and	 unwritten	 law;	
written	law	is	law	that	is	formulated	in	the	form	
of	regulations	or	 legislation	containing	articles	
systematically	 arranged	 in	 statutes,	 while	
unwritten	law	is	based	on	values	that	live	within	
society.	Based	on	this	definition	of	law,	it	can	be	
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concluded	that	law	has	the	power	of	sanctions	
that	 can	 compel	 society,	 and	 in	 its	
implementation,	 it	 is	 expected	 to	 regulate	 the	
structure	of	social	life	itself.	Law	can	be	said	to	
be	effective;	one	of	the	factors	that	makes	law	or	
regulations	effective	is	the	members	of	society,	
in	 this	 case,	 their	 awareness	 to	 comply	 with	
laws	or	regulations,	which	is	often	referred	to	as	
the	degree	of	obedience	(Ali	Zaenudin,	2008,	p.	
65).	

The	decline	in	the	level	of	legal	awareness	
in	society	is	a	symptom	of	change	within	society,	
namely	 social	 change.	 According	 to	 Soerjono	
Soekanto	 (2003,	 p.	 112),	 social	 changes	 that	
occur	in	a	society	can	arise	from	various	causes.	
These	causes	may	originate	from	within	society	
itself	 (internal	causes)	or	 from	outside	society	
(external	causes).	One	of	the	possible	causes	is	
the	non-implementation	of	norms	and	rules	 in	
social	 life.	 Therefore,	 it	 is	 not	 something	 new	
when	 criminal	 acts	 and	 social	 violations	
frequently	occur	in	society.	For	this	reason,	legal	
awareness	 is	 considered	 very	 important	 in	
creating	 obedience	 and	 compliance	with	 rules	
that	will	generate	social	order	within	society.	

The	sociology	of	law	exists	to	explain	how	
law	 operates	 in	 social	 reality.	 This	 approach	
views	law	as	a	social	phenomenon	influenced	by	
values,	culture,	and	the	structure	of	society.	By	
understanding	these	social	aspects,	 law	can	be	
implemented	 more	 effectively	 and	 in	
accordance	with	the	needs	of	society.	

Social	 order	 is	 one	 of	 the	 main	
prerequisites	 for	 creating	a	 safe,	peaceful,	 and	
harmonious	 social	 life.	 In	 an	 orderly	 society,	
every	 individual	 exercises	 their	 rights	 and	
obligations	 in	 accordance	 with	 applicable	
norms,	so	that	social	conflict	can	be	minimized.	
To	 achieve	 this	 condition,	 law	 plays	 an	
important	role	as	a	behavioral	guideline	and	a	
tool	of	social	control.	

However,	 in	 reality,	 the	 existence	 of	
written	 law	 does	 not	 always	 guarantee	 the	
creation	of	social	order.	Many	regulations	have	
been	 enacted,	 yet	 they	 are	 still	 frequently	
violated	 by	 society.	 This	 phenomenon	 shows	
that	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 law	 is	 not	 only	
determined	 by	 the	 content	 of	 regulations,	 but	
also	by	 social	 factors	 such	 as	 legal	 awareness,	

societal	 culture,	 level	 of	 education,	 economic	
conditions,	 and	 trust	 in	 law	 enforcement	
authorities.	

This	is	where	the	sociology	of	law	plays	a	
very	 important	 role.	 The	 sociology	 of	 law	
studies	 law	as	part	of	social	 life,	not	merely	as	
written	norms.	This	approach	emphasizes	that	
law	must	be	understood	within	 the	 context	 of	
the	society	that	implements	it.	 In	other	words,	
law	and	society	have	a	reciprocal	relationship:	
law	 influences	 societal	 behavior,	 while	 social	
conditions	 also	 affect	 the	 success	 of	 legal	
implementation.	

Furthermore,	in	a	pluralistic	society	such	
as	 Indonesia,	 there	 are	 various	 social	 norms,	
customs,	 and	 traditions	 that	 coexist	 alongside	
state	 law.	 If	 state	 law	 is	 not	 aligned	 with	 the	
values	living	in	society,	discrepancies	may	arise	
that	 hinder	 the	 creation	 of	 social	 order.	
Therefore,	 a	 sociological	 approach	 to	 law	 is	
needed	to	bridge	the	gap	between	state	law	and	
living	 law	 in	 society	 so	 that	 law	 can	 be	more	
easily	accepted	and	obeyed.	

Based	on	the	above	discussion,	 it	can	be	
understood	 that	 the	 sociology	 of	 law	 plays	 an	
important	role	in	helping	to	realize	social	order	
through	an	understanding	of	social	reality,	 the	
enhancement	 of	 legal	 awareness,	 and	 the	
adjustment	of	law	to	societal	values	and	culture.	
This	underlies	the	importance	of	discussing	the	
role	 of	 the	 sociology	 of	 law	 in	 realizing	 social	
order.	
	
2. Literature	Review	

The	sociology	of	law	has	evolved	into	an	
interdisciplinary	 field	 that	 examines	 the	
reciprocal	 relationship	 between	 legal	
institutions	 and	 social	 structures.	 Unlike	 the	
traditional	 doctrinal	 approach,	 which	 focuses	
primarily	 on	 legal	 norms	 and	 statutory	
interpretation,	the	sociology	of	law	views	legal	
systems	 as	 dynamic	 social	 institutions	 whose	
effectiveness	 depends	 on	 the	 interaction	
between	 legal	 rules,	 cultural	 values,	 political	
structures,	 and	public	behavior.	 Consequently,	
the	 success	 of	 legal	 regulation	 cannot	 be	
assessed	solely	through	normative	validity	but	
must	 also	 be	 evaluated	 in	 terms	 of	 its	
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acceptance,	implementation,	and	impact	within	
society.	

One	 of	 the	 most	 influential	 theoretical	
frameworks	 in	 socio-legal	 studies	 is	Lawrence	
M.	 Friedman's	 legal	 system	 theory,	 which	
argues	that	an	effective	legal	system	consists	of	
three	interconnected	elements:	legal	structure,	
legal	 substance,	 and	 legal	 culture	 (Friedman,	
2014).	 Legal	 structure	 refers	 to	 institutions	
responsible	 for	 enforcing	 the	 law,	 legal	
substance	 concerns	 statutory	 regulations	 and	
legal	 principles,	 while	 legal	 culture	
encompasses	 the	 attitudes,	 beliefs,	 and	
expectations	 of	 society	 toward	 law.	 According	
to	 Friedman,	 deficiencies	 in	 any	 of	 these	
dimensions	 reduce	 the	 effectiveness	 of	 legal	
regulation	 regardless	 of	 the	 quality	 of	
legislation.	This	framework	suggests	that	social	
order	 depends	 not	 only	 on	 formal	 legal	
institutions	 but	 also	 on	 the	 willingness	 of	
society	 to	 recognize	 and	 comply	 with	 legal	
norms.	

The	relationship	between	 law	and	social	
order	 has	 also	 been	 extensively	 discussed	 by	
Soerjono	Soekanto,	who	emphasizes	 that	 legal	
effectiveness	 is	 determined	 by	 several	
interrelated	 factors,	 including	 the	 quality	 of	
legislation,	 the	 integrity	 of	 law	 enforcement	
institutions,	 supporting	 facilities,	 public	 legal	
awareness,	and	legal	culture	(Soekanto,	2016).	
His	 perspective	 extends	 the	 understanding	 of	
law	 beyond	 formal	 regulation	 by	 highlighting	
the	 importance	 of	 social	 compliance	 and	
collective	legal	consciousness.	This	argument	is	
particularly	 relevant	 in	 pluralistic	 societies	
where	 legal	 obedience	 is	 influenced	 by	 social	
norms,	customs,	and	local	traditions	rather	than	
merely	by	statutory	sanctions.	

From	a	broader	sociological	perspective,	
Satjipto	 Rahardjo	 introduces	 the	 concept	 of	
progressive	 law,	 arguing	 that	 law	 should	
prioritize	justice	and	social	welfare	rather	than	
rigid	 procedural	 formalism	 (Rahardjo,	 2017).	
Progressive	 legal	 theory	 views	 law	 as	 an	
instrument	 serving	 human	 interests,	 allowing	
legal	 institutions	 to	 adapt	 to	 changing	 social	
realities.	This	perspective	reinforces	the	socio-
legal	 assumption	 that	 legal	 certainty	 alone	 is	
insufficient	 to	achieve	sustainable	social	order	

unless	accompanied	by	fairness,	legitimacy,	and	
responsiveness	to	community	needs.	

Another	 important	 contribution	 comes	
from	 Adriaan	 Bedner	 (2020),	 who	 examines	
legal	culture	and	law	enforcement	in	Indonesia.	
Bedner	 argues	 that	 weak	 legal	 compliance	
frequently	 results	 from	 inconsistencies	
between	formal	legislation	and	prevailing	social	
values,	 as	 well	 as	 unequal	 law	 enforcement	
practices.	His	 findings	 indicate	 that	 improving	
legal	 effectiveness	 requires	 institutional	
reforms	 alongside	 efforts	 to	 strengthen	public	
trust	 in	 legal	 authorities.	 This	 perspective	
demonstrates	that	legal	legitimacy	emerges	not	
merely	 from	 state	 authority	 but	 from	 the	
perceived	 fairness	 and	 consistency	 of	 legal	
implementation.	

Research	 on	 legal	 pluralism	 further	
enriches	 socio-legal	 scholarship.	 Sulistyowati	
Irianto	(2019)	argues	that	Indonesian	society	is	
characterized	 by	 the	 coexistence	 of	 state	 law,	
customary	law,	religious	norms,	and	local	social	
values.	 The	 interaction	 among	 these	 legal	
systems	 creates	 both	 opportunities	 and	
challenges	for	law	enforcement.	When	statutory	
regulations	fail	to	accommodate	living	law,	legal	
conflicts	 and	 social	 resistance	 often	 emerge.	
Consequently,	 integrating	 local	 wisdom	 into	
legislative	 and	 judicial	 processes	 becomes	
essential	 for	 enhancing	 legal	 legitimacy	 and	
strengthening	social	order.	

Previous	 empirical	 studies	 have	
consistently	 demonstrated	 the	 relationship	
between	legal	awareness	and	legal	compliance.	
Rahman	 and	 Putri	 (2021)	 found	 that	 public	
legal	 awareness	 significantly	 influences	
compliance	with	government	regulations.	Their	
study	suggests	that	legal	education,	community	
participation,	and	transparent	law	enforcement	
contribute	 positively	 to	 voluntary	 legal	
obedience.	 Similarly,	 Widjaja	 (2022)	
emphasizes	 that	 customary	 legal	 institutions	
continue	to	play	an	essential	role	in	maintaining	
social	harmony	within	indigenous	communities,	
indicating	 that	 informal	 legal	 mechanisms	
remain	 relevant	 alongside	 formal	 legal	
institutions.	

Despite	 these	 valuable	 contributions,	
several	 limitations	 remain	 within	 the	 existing	
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literature.	 First,	 many	 studies	 examine	 legal	
awareness,	 legal	 culture,	 legal	 pluralism,	 and	
law	 enforcement	 as	 independent	 variables	
without	providing	a	comprehensive	socio-legal	
framework	that	explains	how	these	dimensions	
collectively	 contribute	 to	 social	 order.	 Second,	
previous	 research	 tends	 to	 emphasize	 either	
doctrinal	legal	analysis	or	empirical	sociological	
observation,	 while	 relatively	 few	 studies	
integrate	 both	 perspectives	 to	 explain	 the	
reciprocal	 relationship	 between	 legal	 norms	
and	social	behavior.	Third,	although	Indonesia's	
legal	 pluralism	 has	 received	 considerable	
scholarly	 attention,	 limited	 research	 explicitly	
discusses	how	 the	 sociology	of	 law	can	bridge	
formal	state	law	and	living	law	to	improve	legal	
legitimacy	and	sustainable	social	order.	

This	study	seeks	to	address	these	gaps	by	
developing	 an	 integrated	 socio-legal	
perspective	 that	 combines	 theories	 of	 legal	
culture,	 legal	 awareness,	 legal	 pluralism,	 and	
legal	 effectiveness	 into	 a	 unified	 analytical	
framework.	Rather	than	viewing	law	solely	as	a	
normative	 institution	 or	 merely	 as	 a	 social	
phenomenon,	this	research	conceptualizes	 law	
as	 an	 adaptive	 social	 institution	 whose	
legitimacy	depends	on	the	interaction	between	
formal	 legal	 norms	 and	 societal	 values.	 By	
synthesizing	contemporary	socio-legal	theories	
with	 Indonesia's	 legal	 context,	 this	 study	
contributes	 to	 the	 growing	 literature	 on	
sociology	 of	 law	 by	 demonstrating	 how	
responsive	 legal	 policies,	 strengthened	 legal	
awareness,	and	the	integration	of	living	law	can	
collectively	promote	sustainable	social	order	in	
democratic	and	pluralistic	societies.	

The	 proposed	 conceptual	 framework	
therefore	 assumes	 that	 legal	 awareness,	 legal	
culture,	 legal	 effectiveness,	 and	 the	
harmonization	 of	 state	 law	 with	 living	 law	
function	 as	 interconnected	 determinants	 of	
social	 order.	 Within	 this	 framework,	 the	
sociology	of	 law	serves	as	an	analytical	bridge	
that	explains	how	legal	institutions	can	enhance	
legitimacy,	 strengthen	 voluntary	 compliance,	
and	support	the	realization	of	justice	and	social	
stability.	 This	 integrated	 perspective	
distinguishes	 the	present	 study	 from	previous	
research	 by	 offering	 a	 comprehensive	

explanation	of	 the	mechanisms	 through	which	
socio-legal	 approaches	 contribute	 to	 effective	
governance	and	long-term	social	order.	
	
3. Research	Methods	

This	scientific	work	employs	a	normative	
legal	 research	 method	 with	 a	 sociological	
approach	 to	 law.	 This	 method	 was	 chosen	
because	 the	 discussion	 focuses	 on	 the	 role	 of	
law	 as	 a	 social	 institution	 in	 creating	 social	
order	in	society,	thus	requiring	analysis	of	legal	
norms	 as	 well	 as	 the	 social	 realities	 that	
influence	how	law	operates.	The	approach	used	
includes	the	following	aspects:	
a. Statute	Approach	
This	 approach	 is	 carried	 out	 by	 examining	
various	 laws	 and	 regulations	 related	 to	 the	
function	of	 law	 in	maintaining	 social	order,	
such	 as	 public	 order	 norms,	 criminal	 law,	
administrative	 law,	 and	 other	 social	
regulations.	 The	 aim	 is	 to	 understand	 how	
law	is	normatively	designed	to	create	order	
in	society.	

b. Conceptual	Approach	
This	 approach	 is	 used	 to	 examine	
fundamental	concepts	in	the	sociology	of	law	
such	as	legal	awareness,	legal	culture,	social	
control,	legal	compliance,	and	the	function	of	
law	as	a	tool	of	social	engineering	(law	as	a	
tool	 of	 social	 engineering).	 These	 concepts	
serve	 as	 the	 theoretical	 foundation	 for	
analyzing	the	relationship	between	law	and	
social	order.	

c. Sociological	Approach	
Through	this	approach,	the	author	examines	
how	law	operates	in	real	life	(law	in	action),	
including	 social	 factors	 that	 influence	 the	
level	of	public	compliance	with	the	law.	This	
approach	emphasizes	that	social	order	is	not	
solely	determined	by	the	existence	of	rules,	
but	also	by	values,	norms,	social	structures,	
and	patterns	of	interaction	within	society.	
	

4. Results	and	Discussion	
4.1. Law	as	a	Tool	of	Social	Cotrol	

In	the	perspective	of	the	sociology	of	law,	
law	 functions	 as	 a	 tool	 of	 social	 control.	 Law	
directs	 the	 behavior	 of	 society	 through	 rules	
and	 sanctions	 in	 order	 to	 create	 orderliness.	
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However,	 its	 effectiveness	 greatly	 depends	 on	
the	 legal	 awareness	 of	 society	 as	 well	 as	 the	
consistency	of	law	enforcement.	

In	the	perspective	of	the	sociology	of	law,	
law	has	an	important	function	as	a	tool	of	social	
control.	 Social	 control	 is	 an	 effort	 to	 direct	
people’s	 behavior	 so	 that	 it	 conforms	 to	
prevailing	 norms	 and	 values,	 thereby	 creating	
order	and	regularity	in	collective	life.	

	
a. The	Concept	of	Social	Control	

Social	control	is	a	process	carried	out	by	
society,	 both	 through	 formal	 and	 informal	
institutions,	 to	 maintain	 social	 order.	 In	 this	
case,	 law	 is	 a	 form	 of	 formal	 social	 control	
because	 it	 has	written	 rules,	 law	 enforcement	
apparatus,	 and	 clear	 sanctions.	 Unlike	
unwritten	 social	 or	 customary	norms,	 law	has	
more	 explicit	 coercive	 power.	 Therefore,	 law	
becomes	the	main	means	of	controlling	people’s	
behavior	on	a	broad	scale.	

	
b. The	Function	of	Law	in	Social	Control	
Law	exercises	social	control	in	several	ways:	
1) Regulating	Community	Behavior	
Law	 sets	 boundaries	 on	 what	 behavior	 is	
permitted	and	prohibited.	With	these	rules,	
society	 has	 clear	 guidelines	 for	 acting.	 For	
example:	 traffic	 regulations	 govern	 how	 to	
drive	so	as	not	to	endanger	others.	

2) Imposing	Sanctions	for	Violations	
Sanctions	are	an	important	element	of	social	
control.	 The	 threat	 of	 punishment	 makes	
people	think	twice	before	violating	rules.	For	
example:	 fines	 for	 traffic	 violators	 or	
criminal	penalties	for	offenders.	
	

c. Preventing	Social	Conflict	
With	clear	rules,	the	potential	for	conflict	can	
be	 reduced	 because	 society	 has	 guidelines	
for	resolving	disputes.	For	example:	civil	law	
regulates	 the	 settlement	 of	 disputes	 over	
property	or	contracts.	
	

d. Preventive	and	Repressive	Social	Control	
Law	as	a	tool	of	social	control	operates	in	two	
forms:	
1) Preventive,	 namely	 preventing	
violations	 through	 regulations,	 legal	

education,	and	supervision.	
2) Repressive,	namely	taking	action	against	
violations	 through	 sanctions	 after	 they	
occur.	

These	 two	 forms	 complement	 each	 other	 in	
maintaining	social	order.	
e. The	Effectiveness	of	Law	as	Social	Control	

The	sociology	of	law	emphasizes	that	the	
effectiveness	 of	 law	 as	 a	 tool	 of	 social	 control	
does	 not	 depend	 solely	 on	 the	 severity	 of	
sanctions,	but	also	on:	
1) The	level	of	legal	awareness	of	society,	
2) Public	trust	in	law	enforcement	officials,	
3) The	conformity	of	law	with	social	values.	

If	 the	 law	 is	 inconsistent	 with	 societal	
values	or	its	enforcement	is	unfair,	the	function	
of	social	control	becomes	weak.	Law	serves	as	a	
tool	 of	 social	 control	 aimed	 at	 creating	 order	
and	 stability	 in	 society.	 Through	 rules,	
sanctions,	and	dispute	resolution	mechanisms,	
law	 directs	 human	 behavior	 to	 conform	 to	
prevailing	norms.	However,	for	this	function	to	
operate	 effectively,	 law	must	 be	 supported	 by	
public	 legal	 awareness	 and	 fair	 law	
enforcement.	

	
4.2. Understanding	 Law	 as	 a	 Social	

Phenomenon	
The	sociology	of	law	views	law	as	part	of	

the	 social	 system.	 Law	 arises	 from	 societal	
needs	and	is	influenced	by	the	values	that	exist	
within	 society.	 Therefore,	 law	 that	 does	 not	
align	with	social	conditions	tends	to	be	difficult	
to	implement	and	less	likely	to	be	obeyed.	In	the	
study	of	the	sociology	of	law,	law	is	understood	
not	merely	as	a	collection	of	written	rules,	but	
as	a	social	phenomenon	that	is	born,	develops,	
and	functions	within	social	life.	This	means	that	
law	 is	 always	 closely	 related	 to	 the	 values,	
norms,	customs,	and	social	structures	that	exist	
in	society.	

	
a. Law	Arises	from	Social	Interaction	

Law	 fundamentally	 emerges	 from	 the	
human	need	to	live	in	an	orderly	and	structured	
society.	 Every	 social	 interaction	 has	 the	
potential	 to	 create	 differing	 interests,	 even	
conflict.	To	regulate	this,	society	creates	norms	
that	later	develop	into	legal	rules.	
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Thus,	 law	 is	 the	 product	 of	 a	 social	
process,	 not	 something	 that	 stands	
independently.	 Regulations	 on	 property,	
contracts,	 or	 the	 prohibition	 of	 violence,	 for	
example,	arise	from	human	social	experience	in	
maintaining	collective	order.	

	
b.	Law	is	Influenced	by	Values	and	Culture	

As	a	 social	phenomenon,	 law	 is	 strongly	
influenced	by	societal	values	and	culture.	What	
is	 considered	 right	 or	 wrong,	 fair	 or	 unfair,	
depends	greatly	on	 the	worldview	of	 the	 local	
community.	For	instance,	in	societies	that	highly	
value	 deliberation	 (musyawarah),	 dispute	
resolution	 is	 prioritized	 through	 peaceful	
means	 rather	 than	 litigation.	 This	 shows	 that	
local	culture	influences	how	law	is	practiced.	
	
c.	Law	Influences	Patterns	of	Social	Behavior	

Law	is	not	only	influenced	by	society	but	
also	 influences	 society.	 Legal	 rules	 shape	
patterns	 of	 social	 behavior	 by	 providing	
guidelines	 on	 what	 actions	 are	 allowed	 or	
prohibited.	 For	 example,	 the	 requirement	 to	
wear	 a	 helmet	 while	 riding	 a	 motorcycle	 not	
only	 becomes	 a	 rule	 but	 also	 shapes	 societal	
habits	toward	greater	safety	awareness.	
	
d.		Reciprocal	Relationship	between	Law	and	
Society	
The	 sociology	 of	 law	 emphasizes	 the	

reciprocal	 relationship	 between	 law	 and	
society.	 When	 society	 changes	 due	 to	
technological,	 economic,	 or	 cultural	
developments,	law	must	also	adapt.	Conversely,	
law	 can	 encourage	 social	 change	 through	
regulations	that	direct	societal	behavior.	If	law	
fails	to	adjust	to	social	development,	it	loses	its	
effectiveness.	

Understanding	 law	 as	 a	 social	
phenomenon	 means	 seeing	 it	 as	 inseparable	
from	 social	 life.	 Law	 arises	 from	 social	
interaction,	is	influenced	by	values	and	culture,	
and	 functions	 to	 shape	 human	 behavior.	
Therefore,	 the	 sociological	 approach	 to	 law	 is	
crucial	 so	 that	 law	 can	 be	 implemented	
effectively	and	in	accordance	with	social	reality.	

	
	

4.3. Analysis	of	Legal	Effectiveness	
The	sociology	of	law	helps	assess	whether	

a	 regulation	 truly	 operates	 effectively.	 Many	
rules	 are	 normatively	 good	 but	 ineffective	
because	they	do	not	align	with	the	legal	culture	
of	 society.	 Through	 the	 sociological	 approach,	
lawmakers	 can	 understand	 the	 social	 factors	
that	influence	legal	compliance.	

Legal	 effectiveness	 is	 a	 measure	 of	 the	
extent	to	which	a	legal	rule	achieves	its	intended	
goals,	 namely	 creating	 order,	 justice,	 and	
certainty	in	society.	From	the	perspective	of	the	
sociology	of	 law,	legal	effectiveness	is	not	only	
seen	 from	the	existence	of	written	regulations	
but	 from	 how	 they	 are	 implemented,	 obeyed,	
and	accepted	by	society.	
	

a. Definition	of	Legal	Effectiveness	
A	 law	 is	 considered	 effective	 when	 the	

norms	 it	 contains	are	actually	 implemented	 in	
real	life.	This	means	that	society	knows	the	rule,	
understands	its	content,	and	is	willing	to	comply	
without	 excessive	 coercion.	 Conversely,	 law	 is	
considered	ineffective	if	it	is	frequently	violated	
or	 exists	 only	 formally	 without	 real	
enforcement.	

	
b.	Factors	Affecting	Legal	Effectiveness	

The	 sociology	 of	 law	 identifies	 several	
factors	 that	 influence	 legal	 effectiveness,	
including:	
1) Legal	Substance	
The	content	of	the	law	must	be	clear,	fair,	and	
aligned	 with	 societal	 needs.	 Laws	 that	 are	
irrelevant	 to	 social	 conditions	 tend	 to	 be	
difficult	to	implement.	

2) Law	Enforcement	Officials	
Consistent,	fair,	and	non-discriminatory	law	
enforcement	greatly	determines	the	level	of	
public	 compliance.	 Weak	 or	 unjust	
enforcement	reduces	public	trust	in	the	law.	

3) Facilities	and	Infrastructure	
The	availability	of	supporting	facilities	such	
as	 courts,	 access	 to	 legal	 aid,	 and	 a	 good	
administrative	 system	 also	 affects	 legal	
effectiveness.	

4) Society	
Education	 level,	 legal	 awareness,	 and	 legal	
culture	 strongly	 influence	 compliance	 with	
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the	law.	
5) Legal	Culture	
Legal	 culture	 reflects	 societal	 attitudes,	
values,	and	perceptions	toward	law.	If	law	is	
viewed	 as	 important	 and	 fair,	 compliance	
will	be	higher.	

c.	Indicators	of	Legal	Effectiveness	
Legal	effectiveness	can	be	seen	from:	
• The	level	of	public	compliance	with	rules,	
• A	reduction	in	legal	violations,	
• The	creation	of	order	and	a	sense	of	justice,	
• Public	trust	in	legal	institutions.	
d.		The	Role	of	Sociology	of	Law	in	Analyzing	
Effectiveness	
The	sociology	of	law	helps	identify	social	

barriers	 that	 prevent	 law	 from	 functioning	
effectively.	 Through	 this	 approach,	
policymakers	 can	 determine	 whether	 a	 rule	
needs	to	be	revised,	more	widely	disseminated,	
or	more	strictly	enforced.	

Legal	effectiveness	 is	 largely	determined	
by	the	alignment	between	legal	rules	and	social	
conditions.	 Law	 is	 not	 enough	 to	 merely	 be	
enacted;	 it	 must	 be	 supported	 by	 fair	
enforcement,	 public	 legal	 awareness,	 and	 a	
strong	 legal	culture.	The	sociological	approach	
to	 law	ensures	 that	 law	 truly	 functions	 in	 real	
life.	
	

4.4. Enhancing	Public	Legal	Awareness	
Social	order	cannot	be	achieved	without	

legal	awareness.	The	sociology	of	law	examines	
factors	 that	 influence	 legal	awareness,	 such	as	
education,	 social	 environment,	 and	 culture.	
Legal	 education	 programs	 based	 on	 social	
conditions	 have	 proven	 more	 effective	 in	
increasing	legal	compliance.	

Public	 legal	 awareness	 is	 a	key	 factor	 in	
realizing	social	order.	From	the	perspective	of	
the	sociology	of	law,	law	will	function	effectively	
when	people	do	not	merely	 fear	sanctions	but	
also	 understand	 and	 recognize	 that	 law	 is	
necessary	 to	 maintain	 collective	 order	 and	
justice.	

	
a. Definition	of	Legal	Awareness	

Legal	 awareness	 is	 an	 inner	 attitude	 of	
society	that	reflects	knowledge,	understanding,	
and	 appreciation	 of	 law.	 This	 awareness	

encourages	 individuals	 to	 obey	 the	 law	 not	
merely	 out	 of	 fear	 of	 punishment	 but	 because	
they	believe	law	is	important	and	beneficial	for	
collective	life.	

	
b.	Elements	of	Legal	Awareness	

Public	legal	awareness	consists	of	several	
elements:	
• Legal	 knowledge:	 knowing	 that	 legal	 rules	
exist,	

• Legal	 understanding:	 understanding	 the	
content	and	purpose	of	the	law,	

• Legal	attitude:	respecting	and	accepting	law	
as	a	guideline,	

• Legal	behavior:	complying	with	law	in	daily	
life.	

These	four	elements	are	interrelated	in	forming	
a	good	legal	culture.	
	
c.		The	Role	of	Sociology	of	Law	in	Enhancing	
Legal	Awareness	
The	 sociology	 of	 law	 helps	 understand	

social	 factors	 that	 affect	 legal	 awareness,	 such	
as	 education,	 social	 environment,	 culture,	 and	
economic	 conditions.	 By	 understanding	 these	
factors,	efforts	to	improve	legal	awareness	can	
be	more	targeted.	For	example,	legal	education	
in	rural	areas	must	be	adapted	to	local	language	
and	culture	to	be	more	effective.	

	
d.	Efforts	to	Increase	Legal	Awareness	

Several	 steps	 to	 enhance	 public	 legal	
awareness	include:	
• Continuous	legal	education	and	outreach,	
• Legal	 education	 from	 an	 early	 age	 through	
schools	and	families,	

• Exemplary	 behavior	 from	 law	 enforcement	
officials,	

• Fair	and	accessible	legal	services.	
When	 people	 see	 that	 law	 is	 enforced	

fairly,	 their	trust	 in	the	 legal	system	increases,	
leading	to	voluntary	compliance.	

Public	legal	awareness	is	the	main	key	to	
the	success	of	law	in	creating	social	order.	The	
sociology	of	 law	plays	a	 role	 in	understanding	
social	conditions	that	influence	legal	awareness	
and	formulating	effective	strategies	to	improve	
it.	With	strong	legal	awareness,	people	will	obey	
the	 law	 not	 out	 of	 coercion	 but	 out	 of	
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understanding	of	its	importance.	
	

4.5.	Bridging	State	Law	and	Living	Law	
In	pluralistic	societies,	there	exists	living	

law	such	as	customary	law	and	local	traditions.	
The	 sociology	 of	 law	 plays	 a	 role	 in	 bridging	
state	 law	 with	 these	 living	 norms	 to	 prevent	
conflict.	 This	 integration	 makes	 law	 more	
acceptable	 and	 more	 likely	 to	 be	 obeyed	 by	
society.	From	the	perspective	of	the	sociology	of	
law,	the	legal	system	consists	not	only	of	state	
law	written	in	legislation	but	also	living	law	in	
society,	 including	 norms,	 customs,	 traditions,	
and	social	values	 that	are	actually	 followed	by	
people.	 The	 coexistence	 of	 these	 two	 systems	
reflects	legal	pluralism	in	social	life.	
	
Characteristics	of	State	Law	and	Living	Law	

State	 law	 is	 formal,	 written,	 and	
nationally	 binding.	 Its	 enforcement	 is	 carried	
out	 through	official	 institutions	 such	as	 courts	
and	 law	 enforcement	 agencies.	 In	 contrast,	
living	law	is	unwritten,	rooted	in	tradition,	and	
implemented	 through	 social	mechanisms	 such	
as	 deliberation	 or	 customary	 institutions.	
Although	 different	 in	 form	 and	 source	 of	
legitimacy,	both	aim	to	create	order	and	justice	
in	society.	
	
Potential	 Disharmony	 between	 the	 Two	
Systems	

When	 state	 law	 does	 not	 align	 with	
societal	 values	 and	 norms,	 noncompliance	 or	
even	 social	 conflict	may	arise.	 Laws	perceived	
as	unfair	or	inconsistent	with	local	culture	tend	
to	 be	 ignored.	 For	 example,	 in	 customary	
communities,	 land	 ownership	 is	 often	
recognized	based	on	customary	law,	while	state	
law	 requires	 formal	 proof	 such	 as	 certificates.	
This	discrepancy	can	trigger	legal	disputes	and	
social	conflict.	
	
The	 Role	 of	 Sociology	 of	 Law	 as	 an	
Integrative	Bridge	

The	sociology	of	law	serves	as	a	scientific	
approach	to	understanding	the	social	reality	in	
which	 law	 operates.	 Through	 sociological	
analysis,	 lawmakers	 and	 law	 enforcers	 can	
consider	 societal	 values,	 social	 structures,	 and	

customs	before	implementing	legal	rules.	
This	 approach	 allows	 state	 law	 to	

accommodate	living	law,	for	example	through:	
• Recognition	of	customary	law	communities,	
• Dispute	 resolution	 through	 mediation	 or	
deliberation	before	litigation,	

• Regional	 regulations	 that	 reflect	 local	
cultural	values.	

Thus,	 state	 law	 becomes	 not	 repressive	 but	
adaptive	to	social	dynamics.	
	
Impact	of	Integration	on	Social	Order	

Integration	between	state	 law	and	 living	
law	 increases	 legal	 legitimacy	 in	 the	 eyes	 of	
society.	 Law	 that	 aligns	 with	 social	 values	 is	
more	 easily	 accepted	 and	 obeyed.	 This	
contributes	 to	 stable	 and	 sustainable	 social	
order.	 Conversely,	 law	 detached	 from	 social	
reality	risks	losing	authority,	leading	people	to	
follow	local	norms	rather	than	formal	law.	The	
sociology	of	law	plays	a	crucial	role	in	bridging	
state	law	and	living	law.	By	understanding	legal	
pluralism,	 lawmaking	and	enforcement	 can	be	
more	 contextual,	 fair,	 and	 effective.	 The	
integration	 of	 both	 legal	 systems	 is	 key	 to	
achieving	social	order	based	on	societal	values	
while	maintaining	legal	certainty.	
	

4.6.	Promoting	Justice	as	 the	Foundation	of	
Order	
True	 social	 order	 must	 be	 based	 on	

justice.	 Unjust	 law	 can	 lead	 to	 dissatisfaction	
and	violations.	The	sociology	of	law	ensures	that	
law	 not	 only	 creates	 order	 but	 also	 provides	
protection	 and	 justice	 for	 all	 layers	 of	 society.	
From	 the	 perspective	 of	 the	 sociology	 of	 law,	
social	order	cannot	rely	solely	on	coercive	rules	
but	must	be	grounded	in	justice.	Just	law	is	more	
easily	 accepted	and	obeyed	because	 it	 reflects	
societal	values	and	a	sense	of	fairness.	

The	 sociology	 of	 law	 emphasizes	 that	
justice	must	be	substantive,	considering	social,	
economic,	 and	 cultural	 conditions.	 Thus,	 law	
should	not	only	create	order	but	also	protect	the	
rights	of	every	individual,	especially	vulnerable	
groups.	When	law	is	enforced	fairly,	public	trust	
in	 the	 legal	 system	 increases.	 This	 trust	
becomes	 the	 main	 foundation	 for	 stable	 and	
sustainable	social	order.	
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5.	Conclusion	and	Recommendations	
5.1.	Conclusion	

The	 sociology	 of	 law	 plays	 a	 very	
important	role	in	realizing	social	order	because	
it	helps	understand	law	as	part	of	social	life,	not	
merely	written	rules.	Through	this	approach,	it	
becomes	 clear	 that	 legal	 effectiveness	 is	
strongly	 influenced	 by	 social	 values,	 legal	
culture,	public	legal	awareness,	and	how	law	is	
enforced.	

The	 sociology	 of	 law	 also	 bridges	 state	
law	 and	 living	 law	 so	 that	 law	 is	 more	 easily	
accepted	 and	 obeyed.	 In	 addition,	 it	 promotes	
social	 justice	 by	 ensuring	 that	 law	 is	 applied	
fairly	and	does	not	harm	certain	groups.	

Thus,	social	order	can	be	achieved	when	
law	 is	 formulated,	 implemented,	 and	 enforced	
with	consideration	of	social	conditions.	Without	
a	 sociological	 approach,	 law	 risks	 becoming	
ineffective	and	failing	to	create	order	in	society.	

	
5.2. Recommendations	

Lawmaking	 should	 be	 based	 on	
sociological	 legal	 studies	 so	 that	 regulations	
align	 with	 societal	 needs.	 Furthermore,	
improving	 legal	 awareness	 should	 be	 carried	
out	 through	 appropriate	 social	 and	 cultural	
approaches.	
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