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	 In	 Islamic	 theology,	 the	 concept	 of	 destiny	 (qadar)	 is	 a	 fundamental	 tenet	 of	 faith,	
representing	one	of	 the	 six	pillars	 that	 guide	 every	Muslim's	belief	 system.	Destiny	 is	
understood	 as	 the	 divine	 decree	 of	 Allah	 SWT,	 encompassing	 all	 events—large	 and	
small—predetermined	since	the	beginning	of	creation.	However,	this	understanding	does	
not	 equate	 to	 passive	 acceptance;	 rather,	 it	 serves	 as	 a	 foundation	 that	 encourages	
Muslims	 to	 strive	 earnestly	 and	 pursue	 their	 aspirations.	 The	 Qur'an	 frequently	
references	destiny,	often	 in	the	context	of	natural	 laws	and	causality,	highlighting	that	
divine	decrees	underpin	the	order	and	predictability	of	the	universe.	While	Allah's	will	is	
absolute,	humans	are	granted	the	freedom	to	choose	their	actions,	thereby	bearing	moral	
responsibility	 for	 their	 choices	 and	 their	 consequences.	 This	 balance	 between	 divine	
determination	and	human	agency	forms	the	basis	for	justice,	equality,	and	the	dignity	of	
humankind	in	Islam.	The	term	"al-qadr"	appears	in	various	forms	throughout	the	Qur'an,	
primarily	signifying	determination,	 limitation,	control,	and	glorification,	with	 the	most	
prominent	 meaning	 being	 "to	 determine."	 Islamic	 teachings	 distinguish	 between	
immutable	 destiny	 (qadar	 mubram)	 and	 conditional	 destiny	 (qadar	 mu’allaq),	
emphasizing	that	while	some	aspects	of	fate	are	unchangeable,	others	may	be	influenced	
by	 human	 effort	 and	 supplication.	 Ultimately,	 the	 Islamic	 perspective	 on	 destiny	
harmonizes	 divine	 sovereignty	 with	 human	 responsibility,	 encouraging	 both	 trust	 in	
Allah	and	proactive	striving	in	life.	
	

	
Introduction	

In	Islamic	theology,	the	concept	of	destiny	
(qadar)	occupies	a	central	position	as	one	of	the	
six	 pillars	 of	 faith	 that	 guide	 the	 beliefs	 and	
worldview	 of	 every	 Muslim.	 Destiny	 is	
understood	as	the	divine	decree	(qada)	of	Allah	
SWT,	 encompassing	 everything	 that	 has	
occurred,	is	occurring,	and	will	occur—whether	
large	or	small—since	the	beginning	of	creation.	
However,	 this	 concept	 is	 not	 intended	 to	
promote	fatalism	or	passive	submission.	Rather,	
it	 serves	 as	 a	 theological	 framework	 that	
encourages	 proactive	 striving	 and	 personal	
responsibility	 in	 the	 pursuit	 of	 individual	 and	
collective	aspirations.	

In	 daily	 discourse,	 destiny	 is	 often	
misinterpreted	 as	 a	 fixed	 and	 unavoidable	
outcome	 that	 must	 be	 accepted	 without	
reflection	 or	 rational	 consideration.	 This	
reductionist	 view	 overlooks	 the	 depth	 and	
nuance	 of	 the	 Qur’anic	 discourse	 on	 qadar.	 A	

close	 reading	 of	 the	 Qur'an	 reveals	 that	 the	
notion	of	destiny	 is	 frequently	associated	with	
divine	 laws	 embedded	 in	 the	 natural	 order,	
emphasizing	 principles	 of	 causality,	 balance,	
and	proportionality.	

The	Qur'an	states	in	Surah	Yunus	(10:61):	
“And	 not	 absent	 from	 your	 Lord	 is	 any	

[part]	 of	 an	 atom’s	weight	within	 the	 earth	or	
within	the	heaven	or	anything	smaller	than	that	
or	 greater	 but	 that	 it	 is	 in	 a	 clear	 register.”	
This	 verse	 illustrates	 that	 every	 event,	 no	
matter	how	minute,	is	encompassed	within	the	
knowledge	 and	 will	 of	 Allah,	 indicating	 a	
divinely	 ordained	 order	 that	 governs	 the	
universe.	

Other	 verses	 further	 demonstrate	 that	
qadar	not	only	refers	to	divine	decree	but	also	
to	the	predetermined	patterns	and	behaviors	of	
nature.	The	predictability	of	natural	phenomena	
enables	 the	 development	 of	 science	 and	
technology,	 both	 of	which	 are	 founded	 on	 the	
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assumption	 that	 nature	 operates	 according	 to	
consistent	 laws.	 In	 this	 sense,	 qadar	 reflects	
divine	 wisdom	 and	 order,	 not	 arbitrary	
imposition.	

Furthermore,	 the	 Qur’an	 presents	 a	
dynamic	 view	of	human	agency.	While	 certain	
elements	of	existence	are	preordained,	humans	
are	endowed	with	ikhtiyar	(free	will),	enabling	
them	 to	 make	 choices	 and	 bear	 moral	
responsibility.	 This	 human	 freedom	 forms	 the	
ethical	 basis	 for	 justice,	 accountability,	 and	
human	dignity.	As	Surah	Al-Insan	(76:3)	affirms,	
humans	 are	 shown	 the	 path	 and	 given	 the	
capacity	 to	 choose	 between	 gratitude	 and	
ingratitude.	

Therefore,	 the	 Islamic	 understanding	 of	
destiny	 harmonizes	 divine	 sovereignty	 with	
human	 responsibility.	 It	 promotes	 both	
tawakkul	 (trust	 in	 God)	 and	 proactive	 effort,	
forming	 a	 balanced	 theological	 model	 that	
encourages	 ethical	 conduct,	 spiritual	
awareness,	 and	 intellectual	 engagement	 with	
life.	 This	 paper	 aims	 to	 explore	 the	
multidimensional	nature	of	qadar	in	the	Qur'an	
and	its	implications	for	Islamic	theology,	moral	
philosophy,	and	human	behavior.	
	
Research	Methodology	
	 This	 study	 employs	 a	 qualitative	
research	approach,	primarily	utilizing	literature	
review	 and	 theological	 analysis	 to	 explore	 the	
concept	 of	 destiny	 (qadar)	 in	 Islam.	 The	
research	 involves	 a	 comprehensive	
examination	 of	 primary	 Islamic	 sources,	
including	 the	 Qur'an	 and	 Hadith,	 as	 well	 as	
interpretations	 by	 prominent	 Islamic	 scholars	
such	 as	 M.	 Quraish	 Shihab,	 Fatahul	 Gulen,	
Komaruddin	Hidayat,	and	Ahmad	Sanusi.		
	 The	 methodology	 includes	 textual	
analysis,	 where	 verses	 from	 the	 Qur'an	
containing	the	term	al-qadr	and	its	derivatives	
are	 analyzed	 and	 categorized	 based	 on	 their	
linguistic	 forms	 and	 contextual	 meanings.	
Additionally,	 comparative	 interpretation	 is	
applied	to	understand	the	nuances	of	destiny,	its	
relation	to	divine	decree,	human	free	will,	and	
moral	 responsibility	 by	 comparing	 different	

scholarly	 perspectives.	 Finally,	 thematic	
synthesis	 is	 used	 to	 integrate	 theological	
concepts	 such	 as	 divine	 knowledge	 (qadar),	
divine	 decree	 (qada),	 human	 freedom,	 and	
accountability	 into	 a	 coherent	 framework	 that	
reflects	 Islamic	 teachings	 on	 destiny.	 This	
approach	enables	a	deep	understanding	of	 the	
doctrinal	foundations	of	destiny	in	Islam	and	its	
practical	implications	for	human	life	and	ethical	
behavior	
	
Results	and	Discussion	
	 The	analysis	reveals	several	key	insights	
about	 the	 Islamic	 concept	 of	 destiny.	 Destiny	
(al-qadr)	 in	 Islam	 is	 understood	 as	 the	 divine	
decree	encompassing	all	events	in	the	universe,	
both	 large	 and	 small,	 predetermined	 by	 Allah	
SWT	 from	 the	 beginning	 of	 creation.	 This	
includes	 natural	 phenomena,	 human	 actions,	
life	events,	and	the	ultimate	fate	of	individuals.	
Linguistically,	 the	 term	 al-qadr	 and	 its	
derivatives	appear	132	times	in	the	Qur'an,	with	
meanings	 related	 to	 determination,	 limitation,	
control,	 and	glorification.	The	most	prominent	
meaning	 is	 “to	 determine,”	 which	 implies	
setting	boundaries,	power,	and	majesty.	Verses	
such	 as	 Surah	Al-Furqan	 (25:2)	 and	Al-Qamar	
(54:49)	 emphasize	 that	 Allah	 has	 created	
everything	with	precise	measure	and	destiny.	
	
	 According	 to	 Komaruddin	 Hidayat,	
destiny	 manifests	 in	 three	 forms:	 natural	
phenomena	governed	by	divine	decree,	such	as	
the	cycles	of	day	and	night;	social	laws	involving	
human	 behavior	 and	 societal	 roles	 where	
humans	 have	 responsibilities;	 and	 divine	
certainty	 concerning	 events	 whose	 outcomes	
are	known	only	in	the	hereafter,	which	require	
faith.	 Despite	 the	 divine	 determination	 of	 all	
events,	humans	are	granted	freedom	to	choose	
their	actions	within	the	limits	set	by	Allah.	This	
freedom	 is	 essential	 for	 justice,	 moral	
accountability,	 and	human	dignity.	The	Qur'an	
(Al-Insan	76:3)	 states	 that	 humans	 are	 shown	
the	way	 but	 have	 the	 choice	 to	 be	 grateful	 or	
ungrateful.	
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	 The	 study	 highlights	 the	 harmonious	
coexistence	 of	 divine	 knowledge	 (qadar)	 and	
human	 free	 will	 in	 Islamic	 theology.	 Allah’s	
foreknowledge	does	not	negate	human	choice;	
rather,	 humans	 remain	 responsible	 for	 their	
decisions	 and	 will	 be	 held	 accountable.	
Understanding	 destiny	 in	 Islam	 encourages	
believers	 to	 trust	 in	 Allah’s	 plan	 (tawakkul)	
while	 actively	 striving	 to	 improve	 their	 lives	
through	 effort,	 prayer,	 and	 ethical	 conduct.	
Thus,	destiny	is	not	a	fatalistic	acceptance	but	a	
balanced	 framework	 that	 integrates	 divine	
decree	with	human	endeavor.	
	
Conclusion	
	 Destiny	is	understood	as	the	will	of	God	
that	has	been	predetermined,	encompassing	all	
aspects	 of	 life,	 including	 fortune,	 soulmate,	
death,	and	every	event	that	occurs	in	this	world.	
Human	freedom	is	the	deep	ability	to	strive,	to	
choose,	and	to	make	efforts	using	the	mind	and	
heart	that	God	has	given,	enabling	individuals	to	
make	 decisions,	 do	 good,	 and	 try	 their	 best.	
Humans	 are	 responsible	 for	 their	 efforts	 and	
endeavors,	yet	the	final	outcome	remains	part	of	
God's	 destiny.	 Tawakkul,	 or	 surrendering	
oneself	 to	 Allah	 SWT	 after	 making	 every	
possible	 effort,	 reflects	 the	 acknowledgment	
that	 God	 ultimately	 decides	 the	 results	 of	 all	
human	actions,	a	trust	that	is	strengthened	and	
perfected	through	sincere	prayer	to	Allah	SWT.	
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